
Claret Hall - River Stour
Circular Walk Series

Distance:  6 miles 

Approx Time:  2½ hours

Difficulty:  Intermediate

Walk No

5
Originating from and returning to Clare Castle Country Park.

Find out more about the Park by visiting www.clarecastlecountrypark.co.uk



Cross the railway bridge leading west from 
the car park towards the Priory. Walk along 

the old railway track with the Priory to your 
left, or follow the footpath alongside the New 
Cut (the Mill Stream of the River Stour). At the 
Ashen Bridge turn left and cross the road.

Turn right immediately after the Bridge and 
enter a field. Follow the path on the right 

hand edge of the field. Cross a small bridge. 
The footpath then travels along the bottom of 
several gardens, beside the Stour. After a gate, 
the footpath turns left up through a private 
garden to the Ashen Road. Turn right and take 
the pavement a short way to the junction. 
Cross the road and go uphill on the road to 
Ovington (Bradley Hill). Please take care and 
keep to the right, facing the oncoming traffic.

After 500m take the track right to Claret 
Hall. Pass the house and farm buildings 

on your right, enter woodland, then walk past 
a paddock and a field before the path enters 
more woodland on either side. There are fine 
views of the Valley below on this section of the 
walk; take the time to stop and look through 
field entrances. The path turns right and 
continues slightly downhill to join the Ashen 
Road beside two Yew trees. Turn left and 
continue for 100m on the road.

Turn right into a wide field entrance. Bearing 
left walk forward to the hedge. Keeping the 

hedge to your right, descend the hill. Cross two 
open fields until you reach a small bridge.
 

Walk across the bridge and 150m ahead to 
the weir gates. Pause a while here beside the 

River Stour, then take the path back to the small 
bridge. Cross it and turn right, keeping to the 
edge of the field. At the Stours farmhouse, turn 
left on to the byroad, walking east. At the road 
junction cross the road onto a footpath.  After 
300m the path bears right over a plank bridge 
and then goes to the right hand side of a long 
field. At the end of the field there is a crossroad 
of paths. Turn left onto a farm track which 
bears to the left of a gated field entrance. 
Continue on this track to a post. Turn left 
across the field to a signpost by a footbridge 
which you cross and, turning right, follow 
round the field edge to arrive at the entrance  
to Claret Hall. Continue down Bradley Hill. 

At the bottom, turn left and after 300m turn 
right over the stile just before Mill Farm. 

Follow the path beside a barn. Cross the Stour 
by a footbridge and continue to the Stoke 
Road, passing the golf course and clubhouse 
on your left.

Turn right and follow the pavement back  
into Clare via Nethergate Street. Turn right  

at Malting Lane to return to the car park.

The first half of this walk follows the Stour Valley Path up and along the shoulder 
of higher ground to the south of the Stour before descending to the River. From 
there, it returns to Clare via gently rising land near Ovington before descending  
to the valley floor once more.
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From passing back gardens in Nethergate Street and Ashen Road, the walk 
climbs to the shoulders of arable land before descending to the Stour near 
Stoke by Clare. It returns to Clare via higher arable land near Ovington and 
then Clare Lake Golf Course.  

The footpath from the car park runs 
alongside the New Cut, relatively new: it was 

a millstream created in the 14C, later widened 
in the 18C for a much larger mill. The Stour 
proper runs the other side of Priory. 

The bridge over the Stour was built of cast 
iron in 1813. The road was one of two main 

coaching routes from Bury St Edmunds to 
London until the 19C.  To the left of the road is 
the former level-crossing keeper’s house.  Under 
the road, rail tracks are still embedded below the 
surface. The Stour passes under the roadway.

Claret Hall was one of several homes owned 
by Harvey & Henry Elwes: others were the 

Priory and Stoke College. Uncle and illegitimate 
nephew, both were local MPs and eccentric 
misers, the younger “complained bitterly of the 
birds robbing him of so much hay with which 
to build their nests”.  Dickens’ Scrooge was 
inspired by him.  They are both buried in Stoke-
by-Clare church.  See Wikipedia for full stories.

From this point the Stour lies below, marked 
by water meadows on each side.  Notice the 

farms built on the shoulders above the valley.  
Buzzard, kestrel, heron, egret, Canada &  
pink-foot goose, deer and hare are frequent in 
these fields and along the river.

Take a break. The meadow to the south is a 
wonderful sight in spring and summer. The 

Stour is at its clearest and brightest. The walk 
can be extended at this point to visit Stoke-by-
Clare, turning left along the Stour where reeds, 
meadow flowers, dragonflies and kingfishers 
may be seen, and returning by the old railway 
track out of the village till the footpath turns 
down to the weir.

Nethergate Street comprises some of the 
grandest buildings in Clare: Cliftons on 

the left with its Jacobean chimneys, the Old 
Court House, the pargetted Netheridge and 
on the right Nethergate: a fine timbered wool 
merchant’s house, amidst medieval homes, 
some with Georgian fronts, Victorian villas and 
workers’ cottages.
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Points of interest Claret Hall - Walk 5

Find out more about the Park by visiting www.clarecastlecountrypark.co.uk
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